Calendar No. 1071 


REPORT 


No. 1154 


82p CONGRESS 
2d Session 


CITIZENSHIP DAY 


1. 


28 (legislative dav. JANuaARY 10), 1952.—Ordered to be print 


111 of North Carolina, from the Committee on the Judiciary 
T submitted the following 


FEB 


4 


5 


UNT OF MICH 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. J. Res. 314] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the joint 
resolution (H. J. Res. 314) designating September 17 of each year as 
“Citizenship Day,’ having considered the same, reports favorably 
thereon, without amendment, and recommends that the joint reso- 
lution do pass. 

PURPOSE 


The purpose of the proposed legislation is to change the date of 
the annual celebration of | Am An American Day from the third 
Sunday in May to September 17 of each year, the date on which 
Constitution Day is presently celebrated, and to change the designa- 
tion to “Citizenship Day.’ 


SPFATEMENT 


The joint resolution establishing | Am An American Day was en- 
acted in 1940 for the recognition, observance, and commemoration of 
American citizenship. Since that time the annual patriotic observ- 
ance has been not only an oceasion for honoring those youths who 
have reached voting age, and those from other lands who have recently 
become United States citizens, but also other groups such as heroes of 
the armed services and others who have made outstanding civie and 
patriotic contributions to community life. 

After 10 years’ experience with the present observance it is recog- 
nized there must be some carry-on phe twee The schools are in a 
better position to do this after September 17 than the May dati 
Constitution Day affords a better opportunity for students from 
public, private, and parochial schools to attend. Better still, during 
the weeks and months that follow, it gives the social-science teachers 
a wonderful chance to capitalize on the significance of the day and 
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to give their students more specific training on the duties and privi- 
leges of citizenship. 

Another deficiency is that the time is too near Memorial Day, Flag 
Day, Armed Services Day (which is the day preceding I Am An 
American Day), and other special days 

Leaders in the citizenship field have concluded that ‘Citizenship 
Day” would be a more fitting designation for the patriotic purpose 
that it serves. The ideals and objectives underlying the citizenship 
observance and celebration of Constitution Day are related. On both 
occasions constitutional rights and the necessity for their preservation 
are emphasized. 

The committee believes that it is appropriate that the observance 
of these two days be merged. ‘Their objectives are so closely identical 
that each will give strength to the other. Citizenship commemoration 
on September 17 will afford all citizens of the United States an excellent 
opportunity to rededicate themselves to the ideals of our way of life, 
and to understand more fully our democracy with its deep truths and 
priceless freedoms—to the end that they will discharge the duties and 
responsibilities of citizenship as well as accept its rights and privileges. 

This proposed measure was recommended by the Department of 
Justice and has the endorsement of the American Bar Association, the 
Planning Committee of the National Conference on Citizenship, and 
the National Education Association, as well as a large number of 
other civic, educational, fraternal, and patriotic organizations. 

Appended to this report is the letter addressed to the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives from the Deputy Attorney General 
relative to this legislation. 





DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
OFFICE OF THE Deputy ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
Washington, D. C., August 3, 1951. 
The Speaker, House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Vv ‘ashington, 2. C. 


My Dear Mr. Speaker: The Department of Justice recommends the enact- 
ment of legislation to change the date of the annual celebration of I Am An 
American Day from the third Sunday in May to September 17 of each year, and 
to change its designation to “Citizenship Day.” 

I Am An American Day, a special day set aside ‘‘as a public occasion for the 
recognition of all who, by coming of age, or by naturalization, have attained the 
status of citizenship’? was established by the joint resolution of Congress ‘‘au- 
thorizing the President of the United States of America to proclaim I Am An 
American Citizenship Day, for the recognition, observance, and commemoration 
of American citizenship.’”’ The resolution was approved May 3, 1940, estab- 
lishing the third Sunday in May each year as Citizenship Day, and authorizing 
the President of the United States to issue annually a proc lamation setting the 
day aside as a public occasion for the purpose above quoted. It also provided 
that the day shall be designated ‘‘I Am An American Day.” 

Although the various civic, educational, fraternal, and patriotic organizations 
which endorsed the idea and supported enactment of the joint resolution were in 
fundamental accord as to the purposes sought to be accomplished, there were in 
1940, and still are differences of opinion as to the most appropriate date for this 
annual observance, and as to the most appropriate designation. The date and 
name finally chosen in 1940 have left much to be desired. Some of the objections 
which have been raised with respect to the date are: 

1. In many communities short-term schools are closed or are in the midst of 
commencement exercises, precluding their participation. 

The time is too near Memorial Day, Flag Day, Armed Forces Day (the day 
preceding I Am An American: Day), and Mother’s Day, thereby concentrating 
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celebrations too closely for the people generally, and also placing too heavy duty 
on patriotic groups that participate actively in all these celebrations. 

3. The summer months that follow are vacation time for school people and 
most other people, and are not conducive to maintaining at high level the good 
intentions aroused on this day for carrying forward the citizenship movement. 

4. In many parts of the country, spring rains often necessitate cancellation of 
the ceremonies and wipe out a whole year’s work. The central ceremonies in 
the large cities have developed into huge outdoor gatherings. For example, 
attendance at New York City’s celebration on the Mall of Central Park bas 
exceeded 1,500,000. Several cities approximate 100,000. No auditorium now 
built will take care of such meetings. 

Since the adoption of the 1940 resolution, opinion has been constantly growing 
that ‘“‘Citizenship Day’ would be a more fitting designation than “I Am An 
American Day” for the patriotic purpose that it serves. For example, the desig- 
nation “I Am An American Day” tends to create among our good neighbors in the 
Western Hemisphere the unfavorable impression that the people of the United 
States have the exclusive right to be called ‘‘American.”’ 

The American Bar Association, the Planning Committee of the National Con- 
ference on Citizenship (which conference is participated in by over 1,000 public 
and private organizations), numerous additional civic, educational, fraternal, 
patriotic, and other organizations, and many interested individuals have endorsed 
the desirability of a change in time of citizenship commemoration. All have 
emphasized that the worth and meaning of United States citizenship—its rights 
and responsibilities—could be more effectively stressed by combining Citizenship 
Day (now known as I am An American Day) with Constitution Day, both to 
be celebrated on September 17, a fixed date, the date on which Constitution Day 
is presently celebrated. The ideals and objectives behind these two occasions 
are so similar that their combination seems most appropriate. The date (Sep- 
tember 17) will not be subject to any of the objections now applicable to the third 
Sunday in May. 

There is annexed for your consideration a proposed joint resolution to effectuate 
this recommendation. Your good offices in bringing about its introduction in the 
Congress will be appreciated. 

The Director of the Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection 
to the submission of this reeommendation. 

Yours sincerely, 
PEYTON Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 





